Winners 2017

From the chairs
After the tremendous success of the relaunch of
the Kangaroo Island Food and Wine Awards last
year, it is with great satisfaction we have now
included specific tourism awards, recognising
how closely related these two sectors are, in the
minds of our consumers and also business on
Kangaroo Island.

Kangaroo Island offers some of Australia’s
best culinary tourism experiences, and
these Awards recognise and celebrate
everyone who works in the food, beverage
and tourism sectors on Kangaroo Island.
The State Government has invested an
additional $70 million to market South
Australia nationally and internationally
and to attract major events and
conferences to the State. This has seen
record visitor numbers and expenditure
in South Australia, the visitor economy
reaching a record $6.3 billion in 2016.

Tony Nolan
Chairman
Kangaroo Island Food & Wine Association

We fully support the joint efforts of these
organisations and in the future, would like to
see these ties strengthen further, enabling us to
become an even more cohesive and lean team to
maximize the benefit for Kangaroo Island and
the State.
Our goal to have the very best judges for our
awards has been achieved again this year. We
whole-heartedly thank our judges who do this
work at no cost, with an incredible commitment
of time and professional skills. The entrants are,
in effect, receiving a comprehensive independent
audit of their business. Some of last year’s
entrants have said how useful this was to enable
them to see their business from an outsider’s point
of view, and to improve their offering.

In 2015/16 South Australia’s food and
wine together generated $18.6 billion in
revenue, accounted for 45 per cent of the
State’s merchandise exports, and employed
one in five working South Australians.
It’s not always easy to do business on an
island; and I would like to congratulate all
of the finalists, especially the winners, on
your persistence and success in providing
premium produce and experiences
for locals and visitors to enjoy.

Leon Bignell MP
Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries
Minister for Tourism

The collaborative efforts of Tourism Kangaroo
Island and the Kangaroo Island Food and Wine
Association have enabled us to showcase our
products at regional food and tourism events.
With the support of the Kangaroo Island Industry
and Brand Alliance and the ground work of
Agriculture Kangaroo Island, we have been able
to market a collective vision for Kangaroo Island
– now recognised by other food and tourism areas
- as a region of quality and authenticity.

Pierre Gregor
Chairman
Tourism Kangaroo Island

Thank you to the Hon Leon Bignell for his ongoing
support. Also to PIRSA, Kangaroo Island Council,
the industry associations of Kangaroo Island and
to the businesses that strive to deliver every day,
especially the primary producers for their ongoing
commitment to quality.
Finally, congratulations to all the finalists and
winners. You are great ambassadors for
Kangaroo Island.

The Awards
Sincere thanks from Kangaroo
Island Food and Wine Association
and Tourism Kangaroo Island

Kangaroo Island Food and Wine Association and
Tourism Kangaroo Island are pleased to present the Winners
of the 2017 Kangaroo Island Food, Wine and Tourism Awards.

To our Sponsors

Kangaroo Island Dining
Mercure Kangaroo Island Lodge - American River
Farm Gate Experience
Emu Ridge Eucalyptus - MacGillivray
Office of the Commissioner for Kangaroo Island

Cellar Door Experience
Dudley Wines Cellar Door - Penneshaw
Unique Food & Beverage Experience
Hannaford & Sachs - Snellings Beach
Business Development
Dudley Wines Cellar Door - Penneshaw
Kangaroo Island Distillery - Cygnet River
Nature-Based Tourism Experience
Kangaroo Island Ocean Safari - Penneshaw
Best Value-Added Product
Kangaroo Island Shellfish - American River Snaptop Oysters

To our Judges, who without their
patience and persistence, this
would not have been possible.
To our Project team:
Megan Harvie - KI Food and Wine
Kylie Bamfield - Tourism KI
Shauna Black - KI Industry & Brand Alliance
Ginny Grant - GG Design & Print

KI Outstanding Contribution by an Individual
Pierre Gregor
William August Boettcher (Augie)
Kangaroo Island Wine of the Year
Kangaroo Island Trading Co. - 2015 Shiraz

2017
WINNER

Kangaroo Island Dining

Mercure Kangaroo Island Lodge
Scenic Drive, American River
08 8553 7053
www.kilodge.com.au
Judges highlighted the food preparation, extensive local drinks list
and excellent staff service in selecting their winner in this category.
The judges commented that “the chef is clearly well trained
and capable of producing modern dishes ... the food is
well prepared, well-seasoned and well cooked.”
It its entry, Mercure Kangaroo Island Lodge said chef Andy
Waterhouse prided himself on his collaborations with island
food producers and designed his menus to embrace the local
flavours, as well as pairing dishes to island beverages.
Judges noted that the restaurant was near capacity on the night they
dined but that staff were attentive and friendly and maintained their
efficient service despite being busy. “The restaurant was full with a
large booking of 65 in the top area and almost full in the lower area,
but service was still very attentive.” The Lodge is on the site of the firstever guest house on the island, and visitors are often delighted to learn
more about the history of the lodge along with that of American River.
The relaxed atmosphere, historic buildings and natural bushland
setting overlooking the water all make for the success of Kangaroo
Island Lodge and judges noted the particular ambience.
The judges rated the food, its presentation and “taste satisfaction”
highly and said it was “well prepared and cooked, with good
flavours and combinations”. They singled out the beverage
service for particular mention. “The range of local wines and
spirits is very good” and “they are very reasonably priced”.
Category Sponsor - The Kangaroo Island Industry and Brand Alliance’s vision is to build
a single, collaborative brand under which all of Kangaroo Island’s products, experiences
and businesses can work together to promote our region and grow regional prosperity.
Congratulations to the Mercure KI Lodge, a proud venue which imbues the Brand Values
in its products and services.

Category Finalist
• Kangaroo Island Fresh Seafoods
• Penneshaw Hotel
• Dudley Wines

2017
WINNER

Farm Gate Experience

Emu Ridge Eucalyptus
691 Willsons Road MacGillivray
08 8553 8228
www.emuridge.com.au
Emu Ridge Eucalyptus is the real deal, a “very rustic regional
Australian venue” according to the category judges.
Emu Ridge is the only commercial eucalyptus distillery in
South Australia, a pioneer in sustainable tourism, and it
became the first-ever farm gate on the island 26 years ago.
The judges said that this distinctly Kangaroo Island
business provides a most comprehensive range of
interesting products; that their DVD presentation works
very well for visitors; and the availability of the DVD and
printed items in many other languages was excellent.
Staff and owners provided an excellent welcome and “a
very good explanation of all products and services”.
The business is working towards environmental sustainability,
land management and re-vegetation, while producing 100
per cent pure eucalyptus oil from the Narrow Leaf Mallee
(Eucalyptus Cneorifolia), which is only found on the island.
There are “very good processes in place to conserve
water and energy, also good full use of all by-product”.
On-line subscribers are treated to regular newsletters
and offers, so the farm gate experience continues
long after visitors have returned to their homes.

Category Sponsor Sealink - On Kangaroo Island, there’s a farm gate surprise around nearly
every corner. That’s why we continue to love bringing visitors to the island, and helping
them to see, taste, feel and experience the wonder and amazement of this incredible island.
Over the past 28 years of operation, SeaLink has enjoyed seeing growth in the farm gate
industry on Kangaroo Island and we are proud to have played a major role in bringing
visitors to the doorsteps of these businesses. SeaLink looks forward to seeing continued
growth and prosperity in the farm gate industry and we are proud sponsors of this award.

Category Finalist
• Clifford’s Honey Farm
• The Oyster Farm Shop
• Island Beehive

2017
WINNER

Cellar Door Experience

Dudley Wines Cellar Door
1153 Willoughby Road, Penneshaw
08 8553 1333
www.dudleywines.com.au
Judges could hardly fault the Dudley Wines Cellar Door
experience, awarding maximum points in many categories
and high scores throughout the many judging criteria.
The staff were a highlight, with judges noting they were “highly
knowledgeable and provided very good descriptions of each wine
with a good background of personal knowledge of the wines”. Dudley
Wines is considered a pioneer in the island’s wine sector and was
established in 1997 by a group of enthusiastic locals. In 2010, Jeff and
Val Howard took over the business with a vision to be a family owned
and operated winery, producing 100 per cent Kangaroo Island product,
hand-crafted on the island. The wine maker is 5th generation islander
Brodie Howard, their son, and with their daughters Kasha and Tamra,
this family has created a premium wine and food experience on KI.
Judges commented on the welcoming environment. “An excellent
experience from the warm welcome as soon as we entered the
winery to finishing our meal.” Even when busy, staff were quick to
provide tastings and information but “not pushy” in their sales role.
The cellar door was comfortable in all seasons with a variety of
spaces in which to enjoy the wines and views. Families were also
welcome. “The most child-friendly environment at any location visited
on the island, with many children enjoying the facilities on the day.
A recent addition to Dudley’s offering is the new function
room, seating up to 180 people. “Good to see the investment
in the new function centre which sure will be justly
rewarded given the location and quality of service.”
Category Sponsor - The Office of the Commissioner for Kangaroo Island (OCKI) is
proud to sponsor this award for Best Cellar Door experience. OCKI has worked with
the beverages industry on the island for more than a year, introducing mainland
venues to the wonderful array of KI beverages. We have also assisted by sponsoring
the SA Wine Industry Development Scheme Project currently underway. We
commend Dudley Wines cellar door to those wishing to enjoy KI wine and food in
a relaxed and casual environment, well suited to families with children.

Category Finalist
• Kangaroo Island Brewery
• Bay of Shoals Wines
• Kangaroo Island Distillery
• Islander Estate Vineyards

2017
WINNER

Unique Food & Beverage Experience

Hannaford & Sachs
5997 North Coast Road, Snellings Beach
08 8559 2236
www.hannafordandsachs.com.au
Showcasing a comprehensive and diverse range of Kangaroo
Island food and beverages in unique locations is the signature
of Hannaford and Sachs, based at Snellings Beach.
The Enchanted Fig Tree - with “rooms” inside the of the historic tree
has been a summer and autumn dining success for the past two years,
growing in recognition and popularity as a unique dining experience.
Judges complimented the H&S team’s commitment to training and also
their support of local business. This was expressed not just through
the sourcing and showcasing of local produce and beverages, but
also by recommending other experiences and businesses to guests.
Judges noted great reviews on Trip Advisor and social
media, including the Authentic Kangaroo Island Facebook page.
Ninety-five per cent of reviews rated the experience as “excellent”.
Customers said: “This was the most magical al fresco dining experience
ever. The service was courteous, the food divine and the ambience
unbeatable - a highlight of our holiday” and “The weather was perfect,
the fig tree provided shady rooms to dine in… It was an experience
we will always remember” and “From the moment you enter through
the Narniaesque opening in the tree, you are transported to a
fairyland with chandeliers and white tablecloths in little nooks…”.

Category Sponsor Tourism Kangaroo Island and TOMM - Historically food, beverage and
dining offerings are an intrinsic and important component of any visit to countries around
the world. It value-adds the tourism experience and Kangaroo Island is competing in this
space. Not without its challenges in terms of supply and seasonality, Kangaroo Island
nevertheless offers a broad range of sea and land-based produce which is enhanced by
our reputation for authenticity, purity and quality. The chefs and beverage producers on
the island are professional and innovative and this award seeks to recognise the unique
food and beverage experiences that result from the marriage of local produce, vision and
imagination. Tourism Kangaroo Island is proud to host this Award.

Judges said it was clear that Hannaford and Sachs “are smart
and switched on with their vision and are maximising the assets
at their disposal”. It was encouraging to see that they
invested in mystery shoppers to ensure continuity
of service and experience in their absence.

Category Finalist
• The Islander Estate Vineyards
• 2 Birds and a Squid Catering

2017
WINNER Business Development

Dudley Wines Cellar Door
1153 Willoughby Road, Penneshaw
08 8553 1333
www.dudleywines.com.au

As part of its business plan, Dudley Wines
works with the seasons to excite visitors to
the activities happening around them.
Whether it’s lazing on the sun deck or lawn in summer,
or watching for bud-burst in spring, customers are invited
to enjoy the changing seasons either inside or out, all
the while enjoying the views and the experiences.
Earlier this year, Dudley Wines opened its new
function room, a big step forward for the island,
with a venue capable of seating up to 180 guests
for weddings, functions, or conferences.
Dudley Wines has also been awarded Best Cellar
Door Experience in these 2017 awards.

Category Sponsor - The Department of State Development is committed to supporting
Kangaroo Island industry, business and the community to identify and capitalise on
opportunities for job creation and economic growth. Through the South Australian
Government’s business assistance, training and employment programs it seeks to attract
investment, improve industry competitiveness and build a skilled workforce. In partnership
with the Commissioner for Kangaroo Island, the Department’s Regional Manager is
available to assist businesses and the community to access services to further grow the
island’s businesses and economy.

The winners are both
considered pioneers in
the cellar door industry
on Kangaroo Island
- innovators and leaders.

2017
WINNER

Business Development

Kangaroo Island Distillery
Lot 641, 856 Playford Highway, Cygnet River
08 8553 9211
www.kispirits.com.au
Visitors are welcomed by trained staff and are
invited to try the products. You can sit in the garden
and see around you the range of aromatics and
botanicals used in making gin or for garnishing.
With long-term business planning in mind, Kangaroo Island
Distillery has recently undertaken a juniper planting to
enhance their use of locally grown ingredients. They employ
local staff and train them well, providing excellent hospitality
to visitors. They have developed a five-year financial model
and it is regularly monitored, and weekly staff meetings
in various business streams allow for ongoing training.
Kangaroo Island Distillery is a market-leader, mentoring
other distilleries around Australia, assisting businesses
to understand their growth potential, while keeping their
eye firmly on their place in the Kangaroo Island market.

Kangaroo Island Distillery,
Australia’s f rst boutique gin
distillery, established 2006,
the Cygnet River cellar
door opening in 2008.

2017
WINNER

Nature-Based Tourism Experience

Kangaroo Island Ocean Safari
PO Box 351, Penneshaw 5222
0419 772 175
www.kangarooislandoceansafari.com.au
Kangaroo Island Ocean Safari’s “strong sense of passion”
for its business and customers was “clearly evident” for
judges of this category. Its “very committed and enthusiastic”
staff created a memorable experience for visitors.
Its strong support of the community, through promoting other
businesses and through sponsorship of local events and
clubs, was also another winning factor for Tony and Sandy
Coppins and the team at Kangaroo Island Ocean Safari.
The category recognises natural or built tourist attractions of
regional importance, which significantly contribute to the tourism
experience within Kangaroo Island. Attractions may be developed
in conjunction with a natural attraction or on their own.
Kangaroo Island Ocean Safari operates daily from Penneshaw
and highlights some of the island’s most magnificent ancient
coastline as well as viewing marine wildlife including dolphins,
seals, eagles, whales (seasonal), and an abundance of bird-life.
The marine tour is conducted from a surveyed 12-seater vessel.
This vessel provides not only comfort for guests but a true outdoor
nature experience. Kangaroo Island Ocean Safari’s responsiveness to
customers through Trip Advisor feedback, maintenance of its website
and being contactable at all hours were also noted by the judges.
Category Sponsor Natural Resources Kangaroo Island - The South Australian Government,
tourism industry and stakeholders are committed to establishing the State as a growing
tourism destination choice for international and domestic travelers. Kangaroo Island is
an icon in the Australian tourism landscape and with 40 per cent of the island covered
by native vegetation, Kangaroo Island’s wildlife and wild places are as good as it gets.
‘Nature Like Nowhere Else. Activating Nature-based Tourism in South Australia’ is the
State Government’s plan to activate opportunities for industry growth by co-investing to
create experiences like nowhere else, creating an environment where tourism businesses
can flourish, and driving tourism demand.

Digital marketing and adaptation to take advantage of cruise ship
visitation were highlights, while attention to customer comfort
was high. “Online reviews are consistently excellent.”

Category Finalist
• Kangaroo Island Marine Adventures
• Kangaroo Island Wilderness Tours

2017
WINNER

Best Value-Added Product

Snaptop Oysters
Kangaroo Island Shellfish
Tangara Drive, American River Wharf
08 8553 7122
Kangaroo Island Shellfish adds value to its oyster products not only
with its innovation and commitment to quality but also by espousing the
“Authentic Kangaroo Island” brand. Judges singled out the business’s
commitment to Brand Values as a significant factor in its success.
Another tell-tale sign of its position as a premium Kangaroo Island
product is that it sells all it can produce and it is growing to meet demand
from an increasing number of outlets on the island and the mainland.
Kangaroo Island Shellfish is the largest commercial oyster
farm on the island, farming Pacific and Angasi oysters
The processing sheds are at the American River wharf
with oysters being farmed in nearby Eastern Cove.
The product presented to the judges was the KI Snaptop Oyster:
snap-frozen oysters, pre-topped and ready to eat. This product
is packaged in a tray that can go directly from freezer to oven,
designed to keep oysters upright during the cooking process.
Judges noted the good customer feedback and a range of ingredients
that consumers can easily understand. They said the taste and texture
was “not compromised at all with freezing process, excellent”.
“The winning product range is innovative, well-researched,
and provides the food industry and consumers with
a convenient, delicious, quality product.”

Category Sponsor - Regional Express is proud to be supporting the 2017 Kangaroo
Island Food, Wine and Tourism Awards. As a regional airline, we are committed to giving
back to the regional communities by supporting events that recognise the achievements
in the regions where we operate. Kangaroo Island is a premier tourism destination
offering exceptional experiences in food and wines and these awards allow the best to
be recognised for their hard work and achievements.

Category Finalist
• Kangaroo Island Olives - Kalamata Table Olives
• Kangaroo Island Coffee Roasters - Espresso
• Kangaroo Island Goose - Goose Rillettes
• Emu Ridge Eucalyptus - Eucalyptus & Honey Sweets
• Flavours of Petite Provence - Smoked KI Olives,
Zucchini & Lavender Jam, Traditional Mayonnaise

2017
WINNER

KI Outstanding Contribution by an Individual
Congratulations to joint winners:
Pierre Gregor and the late Augie Boettcher

Pierre Gregor
Pierre Gregor has made an outstanding contribution to the development
of the tourism industry on Kangaroo Island. He has demonstrated
extraordinary leadership both as chair of Tourism Kangaroo Island
since 2009 and as chair of the Regional Tourism Chairs Forum.
He has brought to the role the rigour and discipline of a former
senior army officer; the grasp of business and economics of a
former CEO of an economic development board; and the grassroots
understanding of the business of tourism as an operator, with
Branka, of Adagio Bed and Breakfast accommodation. He sits
on a range of other boards and committees on the Island and
is clearly driven by a great love of the Island and its community
and a desire to see tourism developed as a socially and
economically sustainable core element of the evolving Island.
Tourism Kangaroo Island faced great funding challenges in 2011 as
the South Australian Tourism Commission refocused its approach to
delivering marketing and development for SA’s regions. Pierre steered
the association through this time and has continued to work hard to
ensure its financial sustainability and its relevance to its members.
Key achievements include his close work with the SA Tourism
Commission to enable the Island to rise to the opportunity provided
by the marked increase in cruise ships arriving in Penneshaw.

Category Sponsor The Islander Newspaper - 50 Memorable Years: 1967-2017. The
Islander has been at the forefront of Kangaroo Island news and opinion since 1967,
and is a trusted, respected voice and an absolute ‘go-to’ for the community. Kangaroo
Island is at the forefront of producing excellent produce from our unique and pristine
environment that we love to share with the rest of the world, and we know that the rest
of the world, in return, loves it too! Achieving any award is due to hard work, passion,
focus, determination, and a wish to strive for excellence, and the results, in the form of
the Kangaroo Island Food and Wine Awards, certainly make it all worthwhile. The Islander
is proud to sponsor this Award, and we offer our warm congratulations to the winner.

Pierre has ensured that the needs of Island tourism have always
remained in sharp focus for the SATC. He is thorough in making a case
and is remarkable for the persistence and energy which he brings to
pushing forward the Island agenda and the work of Tourism Kangaroo
Island specifically. There is not an area touching on tourism where he
does not have an intelligent and active role to play in shaping thinking.
Pierre is a fine example of how Kangaroo Island punches
above its weight in creativity and business intelligence.

2017
WINNER

KI Outstanding Contribution by an Individual

William August Boettcher (Augie)
Commonly known as “Augie”, “Gus” or “The Boss”, William August
Boettcher moved to Kangaroo Island in 1904 when he was 20 years
old. He lived the rest of his life on a property his father bought at
Cygnet River. This was the same property Henry Wallen originally
farmed in the early 1800s and was considered the island’s first farm.
Gus as he was known, grew fruit and vegetables, which he delivered
to Kingscote using a horse and cart. He set about working a small
orchard that was already on the property, into a successful business.
He started delivering his fruit and vegetables to Kingscote with a horse
and cart but soon after, a two horse trolley van was needed to cope
with the extra produce and his brother started working for him.
The business continued to grow and in 1921 Gus was married
and was now using two vans to transport his produce. He
bought more land and expanded his garden and Gus grew most
of Kangaroo Island’s requirements for fruit and vegetables,
sending surplus to Adelaide either for sales or to cold stores.
As you can imagine all of the gardening required a lot of manpower
which meant that Gus was the largest employer on the island except
for the salt industry at Muston. At times he had as many as 17 people
working for him. He started to include trips to American River and
Wisanger once a week as well as his several trips a week to Kingscote.
Not content with just horticulture, in the 1940s Gus had built up quite
a flock of Corriedale sheep which produced 80-100 bales of wool and
prime lambs each year. He also built up a large herd of Guernsey
milking cows. A pioneer in sustainability practices, his piggery used all
the wasted fruit, milk and vegetables. Until his death in 1971, at age
87, the vans were in Kingscote every week. He delivered fruit and
vegetables for more than 60 years. His orchards were an oasis on the
river and everyone on Kangaroo Island knew Gus – a true legend.

Category Finalist Highly commended
• Nikki Redman - Kangaroo Island Odysseys
• Peter Davis - Island Beehive

2017
WINNER

Kangaroo Island Wine of the Year

Kangaroo Island Trading Co - 2015 Shiraz
3/9 Holdfast Promenade Glenelg
www.amadiowines.com
The winning Shiraz, from Kangaroo Island Trading Company,
stems from a collaboration dating back to the late 1980s,
between Michael Florance and Caj Amadio.
Michael Florance had long been interested in planting a vineyard,
just to see how grapes would go on the island. With encouraging
results at Cygnet River, and after meeting Caj, the pair decided to
work together. Caj had thought that the island would make for perfect
growing conditions, and after a lifetime with his wine-maker father,
he planted a trial vineyard at Emu Bay in 1987. He found that the
island’s maritime climate was perfect for growing wine grapes.
In the late 1980s, the two men struck up a joint venture, with
Michael growing the grapes and Kangaroo Island Trading
Company making the wine, packaging and marketing it, and
in early 1992, at a launch event in Kingscote attended by then
Premier Lynn Arnold, their first KI wine was presented.
The current vineyard was planted in 2000, on sandy loam over clay, with
a slight westward slope. The winning wine was made by the late Neville
Falkenberg, an award-winning, long-time Amadio Wines winemaker. The
judging panel chair said the winning wine stood out from a strong field of
65 entries across all varieties, “for its depth of character and abundance
of flavour. Rich and opulent, fruit and spice, structure and balance”.

Category Sponsor Evans and Ayers - Since 1881 Evans + Ayers has been thinking about
South Australian business and helping it to develop, explore and deliver on its potential.
The opportunities for operations on Kangaroo Island to leverage the natural beauty,
pure conditions and international profile of the region through the crafting of high quality
offerings, rich in character and provenance, are significant. A global perspective, good
strategy and effective implementation are the pillars that will deliver success, Evans
+ Ayers is proud to be supporting local industry to achieve its goals. The Island’s fine
produce and the experiences and people that surround them are a unique collective
opportunity to share Kangaroo Island’s story and grow its economy. We congratulate
all participants and producers in this year’s awards

It is a great representation of the quality of wine that
Kangaroo Island can produce, “and a great harbinger
of the region’s potential and opportunity”.
Category Finalist
• Dudley Bubbly Sparkling Chardonnay NV
• Hazyblur L’Eclat Vintage Blanc de Noir 2013
• False Cape The Captain Chardonnay 2015
• Bay of Shoals Savagnin 2016
• The Islander Estate Vineyards Majestic Plough Malbec 2013

#eatdrinkKI
#authenticKI
#kangarooisland

eatdrinkki.com.au
tourkangarooisland.com.au
authentickangarooisland.com.au

